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appearance, it is quite as high as that attained by the Gauls and Germans, when they first appear in history; and it probably differed little from that of the Italic people in general not very long before the foundation of Home. And that these people were more modern than the hut-builders of the stone age is rendered certain by the fact that hut-floors of that age have been found beneath the pile-middens; that is to say, the pile-driving people had built on the site of a deserted or destroyed, round-hut village of the stone age.
There is something so peculiar about the fashion of building piles, that the temptation to believe that all the people who adopted it were of one race is undoubtedly very strong. ]But there are sundry well-known facts which dictate great caution in adopting any such conclusion. Nobody has suggested, or is likely to suggest, that the pile-dwelling builders of Europe were either Malays or Papuans; yet at the present day, both Malays and Papuans build pile-dwellings of the same essential character, sometimes in the water and sometimes on dry land. Moreover the Malays and Papuans are as distinct from one another as any two races of mankind can be, in fact, as different as both are from Europeans; so that, if they were to become extinct, and no trace were left of them but their dwellings, the traveler from the Malay peninsula to the coasts of New Guinea and its adjacent islets, who should suppose that all the pile-dwellings he met with were fabricated by one and the same people, would fall into a prodigious error. Moreover there are Papuan people who build beehive-shaped, thatched huts; and, therefore, stand in the same architectural relation to